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Friends & Partners,
I hope you had a blessed Easter even though it was different from anything we have ever
experienced before. There we all were sitting in our homes watching our own church’s
weekend services and even maybe a number of others as well.

PLEASE NOTE: This edition is larger than usual, but please read through as it is full of
some great and interesting material. Thanks! RJJ

Closed Doors Not closed Down
A pandemic sweeps across the world, nations close their borders, cities shut down,
but the Kingdom of God stands open for business. There has been a lot of talk about
churches being closed, and sadly this is so for the moment, but the Church is not
closed down. The Church of Jesus Christ is alive and well and I believe becoming
even stronger. 

Here is a brief mention of three important things we need to remind ourselves of…

1.    In our isolation many are praying more and also learning to lean on the Holy Spirit
for Him to take us deeper; deeper in the Word, deeper in understanding spiritual truth and
deeper in the realms of authority. As our faith is stretched to new levels we will rise and see
greater victories as we witness our prayers being answered. 

Call to me and I will answer you. I'll tell you marvelous and wondrous things that you
could never figure out on your own. Jeremiah 33:3 (MSG)

2.    The Word of God is alive and I just love how everyday something fresh jumps off the
page. Many of you I’m guessing are note takers. However, if you are not accustomed to
making notes I would encourage to do so. Before you know it you will quickly build up a
reference resource for future study and ministry. 

The words you speak to me are worth more than all the riches and wealth in the whole
world! Psalms 119:72 (Passion Translation)

3.      People not programs are and must be our priority. People should always be our
first concern. The programs we create and run must always be the servant to achieve the
goal; people impacted by the love and power of God. I am amazed and staggered when
reading of some who are complaining that, ‘their rights’ are being lost. I would hate to think
that by my demanding of ‘my rights’ that this could have a detrimental effect another
person and even cause their death. Selfishness is not a fruit of the Spirit.

Be free from pride-filled opinions, for they will only harm your cherished unity. Don’t allow
self-promotion to hide in your hearts, but in authentic humility put others first and view
others as more important than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (Passion Translation)

We will overcome
To our pastors and network partners I want to encourage you and assure you that at the
end of all this we will come out stronger and I believe we will see a rapid increase in people
coming to Christ in many places.

I guess one of the greatest fears a pastor has, at such a time as this, is the scattering of
the sheep. No doubt you are trying to stay in touch with your congregations in one way or
another, using whatever social messaging and media services you can, to help maintain
contact and keep some sense of being together.

Let me encourage you, as the shepherd of your flock, to first stay in touch with the Chief
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Stay vibrant and constant in prayer, standing in the gap before His
throne. Do not pray out of fear of what might be, but by faith pray for your people believing
God is going to keep them and that they too will experience growth in their life and walk
with Jesus.

While we continue to do all that we can, remember that Jesus Christ our Chief Shepherd
surrendered His life for the sheep, so we know that He will keep them. A prayer I pray
constantly in one way or another is the prayer of the apostle Paul for believers recorded in
Ephesian 1:17-19. This three tiered prayer is a life changer. To know Jesus, know who we
are and know His power!

Another powerful weapon in our arsenal of prayer is declaration. Especially declarations
based on the Word of God. Janette and I not only pray for our family daily, but we also
regularly pray for all our network partners making declarations over their lives and
ministries, declaring over them the promises of the Word of God.

At home, still working. We
are not closed down
First, a very big THANK YOU to our
faithful and generous supporters who
continue to send in their regular gifts. 

Second, we continue to stay in regular
contact with network leaders and our
partners. 

A number of these still need ongoing
support, especially those who have
children’s works and are reaching out
to poor nations and communities hit
hard by the lockdowns. The situations
in other nations are not like ours here
in Australia.

Please consider a donation  today
for the children. Bank details below.

Third, we are focusing on advancing our
plans and working to build an online
presence with live presentations and
resources. Updates on this will follow next
month.

Fourth, I cannot wait to fly again.
Courtesy of an airline unless God makes
an alternative way.

Priority One
We are in isolation from one another, but we are not isolated from the Gospel. The
sharing of the Good News of Jesus Christ must remain the priority in these days. Our
challenge is to find effective ways to do that. You may like to reach out to friends via social
media and even use the good old postal services (see free Life is for Living offer below).
Share your online church locations with family, friends and neighbours and believe God for
His love and presence to impact their lives.

Let me say this. Please do not waste your time with the latest ‘conspiracy theories’ and
there are plenty of them. They are nothing but a distraction. Instead be stedfast and
focused on talking about Jesus. 

Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and
reverence. 1 Peter 3:15 (NASB)

Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt
the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all handed down to the saints. Jude 1:3 (NASB)

Your friends can be converted, they can know the Prince of Peace and Saviour as
you introduce them to the way, the truth and the life, Jesus Christ.

Gospel Resources
On our site we have two excellent Gospel tracts available for you to download for free and
use to witness for Jesus. Multitudes have come to Christ through reading a Gospel tract.

This is a well presented and clear
presentation of the Gospel. Click here
to read and download for free. 

This evangelism tool comes in two
editions. The complete version seen
here online and the other simplified
version has headlines only so you can
add your own dialogue.  Click here to
request the simplified version (PDF).

A free printed version is also available.
Click here to order your printed copies.

 

This is a simple, concise presentation of
Jesus Christ as the REAL alternative,
the ONLY alternative.

Click here to read and download for
free. 

Here is an exciting initiative which was launched pre COVID-19, but still
we can participate.

Please visit the site to discover more and find out how you can be
involved.

Every Believer is a Witness

Together we can reach 1 billion people with the Gospel in May 2020

Blessed to be a Blessing
Watch now a message to inspire and challenge. 

Good Friday 2020 presented online at Australia for
Christ Church, Rowville.

 

Looking for another good book to read?
An inspiring story, a modern day missionary adventure

Faith Love & Hope - Vietnam
Glorious Stories of the Work of the Holy Spirit

Buy Now

FREE - A complimentary edition (PDF) is available for
missionaries and Christian workers.

Click here to request your copy.

PLEASE NOTE: Our secure credit card facility for making a donation is provided for your convenience.
Nevertheless, we strongly advise against anyone going into debt to make a contribution.

Thank you for your generous and responsible giving.

With thanks to our sponsors. We recommend their professional services.
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